Local Rules:  Bright Open 2027

SAFA – AAA Sanction, FAI – Category 2
[bookmark: _Hlk205204519]13th to 19th January 2027
Bright, Victoria. Australia.


Web Pages 			https://airtribune.com/bright-open-2027/info
Airtribune Registration link.    https://airtribune.com/bright-open-2027/registration
Scoring                                   http://xc.highcloud.net/xc               
												

Officials 

Competition Organiser:                         Martin Joyce 
Meet Director:  		          	TBA
Safety Director:				TBA
                   Launch Director:                                        TBA

                  Auxiliary Staff                                             TBA

Program   

BRIGHT OPEN 2027 -                                       	 13th to 19th February 2027
               
Competition HQ –                                                    ‘The Bright brewery’ –  Bright, Victoria.  

Official Registration:                                                 Thursday Feb 12th – 18:00 to 20:00 – HQ

[bookmark: _Hlk205204679]Mandatory Safety Briefing:                                       Friday 13th February - 8:00 to 9:30 – HQ. 
 
Contest flying days:                                                  Friday 13th to Saturday 19th February

Prize-giving & Closing Ceremony:                            Saturday 19th February - 19:30 to 22:00 – HQ. 

Daily Schedule 
08:30 - Weather brief uploaded.
08:45 - Radio briefing; day’s location decision and required time at launch
11:00 - Pilots' briefing. 
12:00 - Take-off window opens. 
12:00-17:00 Tasking Period
16:30 - Scoring office opens. 
17:30 - Safe landing report deadline. 
21:30 - Scoring office closes. 
22:00 - Provisional results.

(All timings may be subject to change. - Any changes made before the start of the competition will be posted on the website.)
The maximum number of pilots is 100.  
All pilots will be eligible for podium placed Overall awards. 
Other categories of recognition will be:
Fun Class – Not exceeding EN B 
Sports Class – Not exceeding EN C 
Serial Class – Not exceeding EN D 
Women’s Class - For any pilots who identify as female. 
 (uncertified gliders may participate but will not score) 
Overall placement (all pilots) will be recognised at the event which will be submitted as results listing for WPRS competition points.

Committees 
Task committee 
It will include the MD, a Local pilot and 2 pilots elected by the Pilots at first pilot briefing. 
Safety committee 
It will include the Competition Safety Director and 3 pilots elected by the Pilots at the first pilot briefing. 
Protest Committee
It will include 3 elected pilots (plus one reserve) elected by the Pilots at the first pilot briefing. 

Complaints and protests 

Complaints must be made in writing to the meet director. (Verbal protests are not considered official protests).  If the provisional results are published before 10 PM, complaints must be submitted before 8:30 AM the next day. If the provisional results are published after 10 PM, complaints must be submitted before 12 PM the next day.  For the last competition task, complaints must be submitted at the latest 1 hour after the publication of the provisional results. The protest fee is AU$50. If the protest is upheld the fee will be returned. If not upheld the fee will be given to a charity approved by the pilot group at the presentation.

Pilot procedures  
Launch procedures.
Each day the Meet Director will nominate if the launch is Open and/or Ordered.  
During the competition, pilots must check in with the Launch Marshall prior to flying. Once checked in then the pilot can proceed to launch. Launch will be considered ‘open’ (as opposed to ordered) for all pilots to launch once the launch window time is declared open. An Ordered launch will only be used when/if time/location restrictions are an issue. Pilots will be made aware of this during the pilot briefing on the hill.
The launch order for the first flyable competition day will be stipulated on day one (according to launch order rules – see Australian Comps Manual), after that every launch order will be according to the previous days result. 
If launch is temporarily closed, then those pilots on launch will have one minute to launch once the window is reopened.

Open Window Launch Rules
For open window (free take-off without any set order) to be used the following conditions apply:
● A large enough rigging area has to be available for all competitors with enough launch marshals to ensure easy entry, upon request, into the take-off corridors.
● There should be at least one take-off place for each 40 competitors

Take-off and Launch Procedures
Mystic: 
Astroturf - 5 launch slots. NE to NW. Or light wind S with valley fed thermic activity. Launch 796m Landing 034 m. 2WD maintained track access. Launch 15 Mins from HQ.

Gundowring: (Savhill)
Mown Grass. 3 Slots.  WNW to WSW. Launch 655m landing 260m.  Afternoon tasking site. 4WD maintained track access. Launch is 1.5 hr drive from HQ. 4x4 access required on hill section track.

Manny’s: (Buckland Ridge) Mown Grass. 4 Slots. SE to SW. Launch 510m landing 250m. 4WD track access. Launch 1.0 Hours from HQ.
 
During the competition, the take-off areas will be reserved for the pilots, the media and identified staff personal. The public in general will be kept aside of the take-off area.   




Launch Window Validity 
	Launch and access
	Type
	Slots
	Average launch time
	Launch time required based on 100 pilots

	Mystic, 2WD
	Open
	5
	1.5 mins
	30 mins

	Gundowring. 4WD
	Open
	3
	1.5 mins
	50 mins

	Manny’s, 4WD
	Open
	4
	1.5 mins
	39 mins

	
	
	
	
	



Check out

All pilots must check out with the launch director prior to every flight. This requires each pilot to step into the launch box where they will be checked out to fly. No launch check out then, no scored flight. 
If pilots elect not to go to launch or fly on any day, they must advise the Launch or Safety director by phone, SMS or in person.





GPS Goals

Goals will usually be unmanned cylinders or lines no goal line will be present. Pilots must use their flight instrument to confirm goal achieval. 


Tracking

All pilots must carry a tracking device for the duration of all competition flights during the event.  
(This excludes any practice days prior to the 13th February) – All pilots must submit their tracking URL to the competition organiser prior to the commencement of the competition. No tracking, no competition.  


No Landing Zones

All pilots must demonstrate that they can identify where the ‘No-Landing zones’ are in the flying arena.  The local club and local pilots are very strict on this matter – the club competition policy will be upheld and that is as follows:



NEVHGC policy regarding Red Zone landings as applied to participants in the Bright Open 

·         The competition registration process will include a statement by the pilot that they will fly with an operating instrument which clearly shows the latest landing zone information.

·         A  pilot who demonstrates at the time of a red-zone infringement that they have a working flight instrument which shows them the landing restrictions can claim an exemption from the normal club penalty (48-hour suspension) for a first time red-zone landing. They will instead be penalised by scoring zero competition points for the day of the infringement.

·         If a  pilot fails to demonstrate a working flight instrument which shows them the landing zones at the time of the infringement they will not be granted that exemption and normal club penalties will apply to all red-zone landings.

·         Second  infringement will result in expulsion from the competition and a 2-week suspension of NEVHGC flying privileges.

.      In the event of a stopped task, it is important that all pilots attempt to land within a blue zone if safe and practical to do so.




Safety 

Temperature
If the temperature is forecast to exceed 42°C at the location of the launch zone, the day’s flying will be cancelled.
Fire
Policy: No Paragliding operations will be undertaken on Code Red days .Source of Rating: https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/north-east-fire-district

Pilot report back of safety. 
In cases of incidents, a competition accident/incident report must be written up by the pilot and Competition Organiser. Also an AIRS report will be submitted. For pilots wishing to provide additional feedback, Pilot feedback Safety Forms will be made available at HQ. 

Equipment 
All flight equipment must abide by Section 7A-8 and 7A CIVL GAP Annex. 
The Meet Director can request that any pilot’s equipment be checked. 
Pilots must make available the glider or other equipment for checking immediately upon any such request. 
Gliders will be checked after a complaint. Two checking methods are possible: 
• Comparison with other gliders of the same model and size. 
• Measurement according to the parameters described by the manufacturer. 

Flying days 
The official flying days of the Bright Open 2027 will be each flyable/taskable day from Saturday 13th February to Friday 19th February. No days will be put aside as rest days. If a flying accident results in a fatality, the following day will not be flown as a mark of respect.


Airspace
Pilots need to be familiar with the airspace boundaries around the Bright area. 
We have class E airspace with a lower limit of 8500ft over a large proportion of the tasking area, as defined by our TDA. We also have the class C airspace relating to Albury airport extending out into our area. Be particularly aware of the position of the C2 step to the North of Myrtleford as this is the step down to 4500ft which affects the launch site at Murmungee and may be close to task lines in Happy Valley. 
Those parts of our tasking area which do not have class E airspace above the class G may also be subject to a competition boundary level which is lower than FL125. This ceiling will be confirmed at the mandatory briefing and will be considered as Airspace for the purposes of scoring. 
It is the responsibility of the pilot to ensure that they have the airspace loaded in their instrument with appropriate margins for proximity warnings.
Penalties:
All Infringements: At 50m from the edge of airspace (both horizontal and vertical) an infringing pilot will begin to lose 2% per meter towards the airspace. At the absolute edge of the airspace, then the pilot will have lost 100% of their day’s score.
All airspace and height will be determined using GPS altitude only.

VHF (Airband)
An exemption from the requirement to carry and use Airband radio has been applied for, by the organisers, with CASA. All pilots are forbidden to enter any restricted airspace such as the Class C, D and E around Albury or any CTAFs around the flying arena (Unless an exemption has been granted by CASA) . Also included in the boundaries of ‘No Fly Zone’ are the areas of class Q around Euroa, Nagambie-Wirrate and Waranga Basin as well as Class R around Puckapunyal and Graytown. (Tasking will not intersect any areas of Q, R or Y)






Additional Information:
Smoking
During summer, the hazard of bush fires is a serious danger. Smoking and/or Vaping is prohibited on launch and in all goal and landing fields by all pilots and their crew (including retrieve drivers).  Smoking and/or vaping is permitted only inside the confines of a car. 
Penalties will be applied at the discretion of the meet director for infringements of the smoking rules!
Aerobatics after reaching the goal line
Aerobatics within 1km of the Goal line is seen as an unsafe practice for those approaching Goal.
Penalties:
First offence – Verbal warning with points penalty at the discretion of the meet director
Second offence – 100 points then doubling for every offence after that.
Aggressive Behaviour
No pilot shall act in an aggressive or intimidating manner towards competition officials, those assisting with the competition or anyone participating in the competition.
Penalties: 
First offence: Verbal warning with points penalty at the discretion of the meet director
Second offence: Removal from the competition

Use of another glider 

A pilot may use a glider other than that originally entered. The meet director must be notified of and approve all such changes before flying.
A tandem glider may be used at any time by a competing pilot in the task for approved publicity or media purposes provided the meet director has been notified.
