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VHF and CTAF Information 

. 

The Carriage and Use of VHF Radio 

Given that there are a number of non-towered (uncontrolled) airfields in the area of the Wings out 

West 2020 competition, some with scheduled services, the carriage and use of a VHF radio is highly 

recommended but not mandatory.  The competition organisers will endeavour to set the 

competition task so as to avoid the vicinity of non-towered airfields however they believe it is good 

practice to fly with and use VHF radio in this area.   

As an aside, the Wings out West 2020 competition rules will include penalties for flying into airspace, 

so ensure you understand where the airspace restrictions are prior to launching each day. Details 

will be provided at the task briefing but it would also help if you were carrying a GPS instrument 

which shows the restricted areas. 

When should VHF Communication be used 

All pilots must monitor and communicate on the CTAF frequency whenever they are operating at or 

in the vicinity of a non-towered aerodrome.  In the vicinity of an aerodrome is defined as within a 

horizontal distance of 10 nm of the aerodrome reference point and at a height above the aerodrome 

reference point that could result in conflict with operations at the aerodrome. The height may vary 

considerably in consideration of local traffic and other circumstances at particular aerodromes. 

However, all aircraft are expected to be operating on the CTAF frequency whenever at or below 

3,000ft as a minimum above the aerodrome reference point and higher when appropriate. 

 
CTAF 

Common traffic advisory frequency (CTAF) is the name given to the VHF radio frequency used for air-

to-air communication at Australian non-towered airports. 

Some of the CTAF for airfields in the vicinity of the Wings out West 2020 competition are; 

Airfield CTAF 

Parkes 126.7 

Forbes 126.7 

Condobolin 126.7 

Dubbo 134.0 

Narromine 126.7 

 

Source: 
http://airportdatabase.net/australia/  

http://airportdatabase.net/australia/


 
 

Wow 2020 VHF Radio Carriage and Use 270618 

 
 

NOTAM 

The Wings out West 2020 organisers will be requesting the publishing of a NOTAM to inform air 

traffic in the vicinity of the competition task area during the competition.  

Useful Links 

A pilot’s guide to staying safe in the vicinity of non-towered aerodromes 
Issued by the Australian Transport Safety Bureau 
https://www.atsb.gov.au/media/4117372/AR-2008-044(1).pdf 

 
 HGFA VHF Airband Radio Syllabus and Textbook 

Go to https://www.hgfa.asn.au/  click on Members Login (top right). Select the "Documents" option 

in the left-hand menu and then look under the "Workbooks & Study Guides" tab. 

You can download it from there. 
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